
 

    “Jane Austen at Home” 

 
 

Performed in the Great Hall at Loseley House 
 

Thursday 17th March 2016 
 

6.30pm for drinks, 7.00pm start 
 

Tickets: £25.00 including a glass of wine 
or £46.00 including  2 course, post-performance dinner  

 

A lively and varied recital, with engaging drawing-room 
intimacy, celebrating the life, mind and writings of one 

of our greatest novelists 
 

Performed by Hannah Lee or Emerald O’Hanrahan 
Devised and Directed by Stephen Siddall 

Produced by Jeremy Musson 

 
To book tickets call 01483 405112 or email joannap@loseleypark.co.uk 



The show was originally commissioned and devised in 2013 and is designed to be performed in country 
house drawing-rooms.  It is a one-woman show, consisting entirely of Jane Austen’s words, and celebrates 
the variety and wit of her writings.  With extracts from her memoirs, letters, juvenilia, poetry and novels, the 
performance takes us into the attitudes, imagination and sensations of those who lived in country houses 
and rectories in the early nineteenth century. Much of her perceptive, often satirical, observation of the 
social life of the English county families is included. The extracts also capture her warm-heartedness and 
affection. 
 
The production works with two professional actresses, whose talent ensures they are in demand, so we 
won’t know until 6 weeks before the performance date which actress will be available. 
 
Stephen Siddall (Director) was Head of English at The Leys School Cambridge, He has directed for BBC 
2 and 15 renaissance plays for the university and city at Cambridge Arts Theatre, and A Doll’s House and 
Waiting for Godot for Horseshoe Theatre Company. Cambridge University Press has published his books 
on Shakespeare and Landscape and Literature. He recently devised and directed The Monarch of Wit, a 
celebration of the life and writings of John Donne. 
 
Jeremy Musson (Producer) is an author, broadcaster and historic buildings expert; a former National 
Trust assistant curator, and architectural editor at Country Life magazine in 1998-2007. His publications 
include How to Read a Country House and Up and Down Stairs (A History of the Life of a Country House 
Servant). He is interested in the history of drawing room performance and private theatricals. 
 
Some Comments on the Performances: 
 
“Emerald held our audience spell-bound at Chawton House Library with her spirited and moving 
performance. All Jane Austen is here - from the familiar voices of the Bennets in conversation with Mr 
Collins to the unknown Austen of the juvenilia. The readings from Austen's letters took on a particular 
poignancy in the village she called home for the final years of her life.” 
Gillian Dow, Curator, Chawton House Library 
 
“Hannah Lee’s Jane Austen at Home is a delight from start to finish. She inhabits Austen’s characters 
(including Jane herself) with a likeness and a wit that is both uncanny and captivating; any Austen fan will 
simply love her performance.” 
Dame Fiona Reynolds, Master, Emmanuel College, Director-General of The National Trust 2001-2012 
 
“A wholly delightful recital. Hannah Lee's lovely versatile voice was a pleasure to listen to, and the wide 
variety of extracts gave her the chance to engage, most successfully, with a remarkable range of tonalities 
and personalities. I shall treasure the memory of her renderings of Robert Ferrars and Mr Collins, and the 
way she encompassed not only the girl who wrote the History of England but the dying woman.” 
Dr C. W. R. D. Moseley, Director of Studies in English, Hughes Hall, Cambridge; 
 
“Emerald O’Hanrahan is a performer of such intelligence, grace and wit that she brings to life, not only 
some of the most memorable characters in the novels, but also the figure of their creator – Jane Austen 
herself. She is by turns, hilarious, beguiling and extremely moving.” 
A.N.Wilson, author and biographer 
 
“For ardent Janeites and newcomers to Austen's work of any age, Jane Austen at Home is a treat. Think of 
it as dipping into a selection box of the author's best-known works, but also a chance to sample unfamiliar 
treats, including her wickedly funny juvenilia and poignant letters to her family. Emerald O'Hanrahan 
inhabits Austen's rich cast of snobs, ingenues, enthusiasts  and ironists with verve and a thoroughly 
Austenesque sense of irreverence. Raise your bonnet to a most agreeable evening.” 
Anne McElvoy, journalist and broadcaster 
 
“Thank you so much for bringing 'Jane Austen at Home' to Wymondham Words Festival. Hannah Lee's 
performance was tremendous, so sparkling and versatile, and the audience enjoyed the event enormously.” 
Moniza Alvi (Co-Director, Wymondham Words Festival) 
 
 

 


