SECRETS
of a
GLORIOUS
GARDEN

In this series we follow the growing year in the beautiful gardens
at Loseley Park in Surrey, with plenty of practical ideas
for you to use in your own plot
words by stephanie donaldson

photographs by jason ingram

JUNE: DIFFERENT SHADES AND SCENTS

WITH THE ROSE GARDEN in full bloom, there’s a heady mix of colour and fragrance at Loseley this month.
It’s a breathtaking sight, especially as the display includes many once-flowering old-fashioned varieties that are at their
peak in June. The team are kept busy deadheading any blooms that are past their best as a steady stream of visitors
stroll along the pathways between the box-hedged beds, admiring the roses and picking up tips. Elsewhere, the
white garden is looking equally striking with its abundant monochromatic planting and central rectangular lily pond.
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GARDENING
PLANT OF
THE MONTH

ROSA BONICA
Rosa Bonica is an exceptional rose that
carries dainty clusters of lightly scented
double flowers throughout the summer
and well into autumn. It’s a perfect
variety for smaller gardens where plants
need to deliver colour and interest for
as long as possible. Bonica combines
the appearance of an old-fashioned rose
with the vigour and disease resistance
of its modern breeding. It forms a
metre-high neatly mounded shrub.

LOSELEY
PARK &
GARDENS
Standing in ancient
parkland close to
the North Downs,
this Surrey estate
has been home to
the More-Molyneux
family for more
than 500 years.
The two-and-a-halfacre walled garden
has undergone
an impressive
renaissance over
the past 20 years,
spearheaded by the
current owners
Michael and Sarah
More-Molyneux.
As head gardener
Richard Burnip
(Burney) says: “We
all have the same
gardening problems,
ours are just on a
larger scale.”

SEASONAL TASKS
AT LOSELEY
Plants are potted
on from 7cm pots
to one-litre pots
(top right) to keep
them growing
actively until there
is space for them
in the borders
The roses are
deadheaded (centre)
– and gone-over
flower stems of
other plants are
removed to spur
on new growth
Paths are hoed to
ensure they stay
free of weeds
(bottom right)
Once the oriental
poppies have
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finished blooming
(top, second from
left), they are cut
back close to the
ground and interplanted with annuals
Early potatoes
are lifted
Non-hardy
vegetables are
planted out,
including runner
beans, courgettes,
sweetcorn and
squashes
Cherries and plums
are summer pruned
Forget-me-not seed
is collected from
both white and blue
varieties (top left)

BURNEY’S FAVOURITE ROSES
‘Gertrude Jekyll’ English rose
with rich pink, double flowers;
upright, vigorous and reliable
with a delicious old-rose scent.
‘Robusta’ Rugosa rose
that is long-flowering with
single scarlet flowers and
prominent yellow stamens
on a densely leaved bush.
‘Prosperity’ Hybrid Musk rose
bearing clusters of fragrant
creamy-white flowers on arching
stems of glossy green foliage.

‘Wilhelm’ Modern shrub
rose bearing long-stemmed
semi-double flowers in vibrant
red over a long period
(above right, middle row).
‘De Rescht’ Old rose with double
fragrant flowers in a distinctive
purple-crimson; will reliably
repeat after the June flush.
Bonica Modern shrub rose
with clusters of semi-double
pink blooms; free-flowering,
tough and disease-resistant.
shop.countryliving.co.uk
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TECHNIQUE OF
THE MONTH

PRUNING A
BOX HEDGE

The traditional time to prune box is on or
near to Derby Day in early June, which
allows it to green up before late summer
when growth is slower. At Loseley,
however, the need to deadhead roses and
plant out annuals means that cutting
must wait until the end of the month.
This juggling of the workload is
important in a large garden where time
for all the seasonal tasks is at a premium.
The annual prune of the hedges and
topiary also provides material for
cuttings (see the video at countryliving.
co.uk) to replace tired or diseased
plants – fortunately, the dreaded box
blight has not been a problem so far.

Prune box on a warm, still, dry day
Check that shears or hedge trimmers
are sharp and clean to reduce the risk
of disease entering the plants
Where practical, lay a cloth on the
ground – it saves time when it comes
to gathering up the prunings
Use a cane or besom to remove any

prunings that are resting on the
newly trimmed plants
Clear away all trimmings to reduce
the chances of box blight infection
Use a leaf blower to remove any
lurking trimmings
Top dress the base of the plants
with fish, blood and bone

BURNEY’S TIP FOR JUNE

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE…

Even at Loseley, tasks aren’t always done at the ideal time, but Burney and his team catch up as and when they can. The raspberry
canes should have been cut back last autumn but it didn’t happen. Rather than leave them, however, Burney has late-pruned them
to remove all the fruited canes and any weak new growth close to the ground, and the remaining strong canes have been tied to
the supports. The plants will be kept well-watered over the summer, especially when the fruits begin to swell.
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THE ROSE GARDEN

It is quite rare these days to see a garden devoted solely to roses.
Fashions move on and modern taste (and smaller gardens) means
that roses are more commonly seen as part of a mixed border, but
Loseley’s display shows how glorious a rose garden can be. Keeping
it looking this good is an ongoing task. Since Burney arrived, he has
been carrying out regular improvements: each year, 50 of the oldest,
most worn-out or disease-ridden roses are removed and replaced with
new varieties that he has selected primarily for their colour and flowers,
but strong disease resistance and tidy habit are equally important.
Fragrance is a bonus but not a priority – when you grow roses on this
scale, it is more important that they are good doers. Spraying was
part of the maintenance regime prior to Burney’s arrival, but it was a
horrible job, which he quickly discontinued. Some roses immediately

THIS PAGE,
CLOCKWISE FROM
TOP LEFT A mass of
Rosa ‘Albéric Barbier’
covers a central arch;
R. ‘Robusta’; the view of
the house from the rose
garden; R. ‘De Rescht’;
R. gallica ‘Versicolor’,
also known as Rosa
mundi; R. ‘Prosperity’;
R. ‘Gertrude Jekyll’
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struggled and he has gradually taken out those that didn’t do well
under the new regime. Raking up and disposing of dead or diseased
foliage now keeps the flowers largely disease free.

PLANTING A ROSE

Dig as large a hole as possible, put a layer of well-rotted farmyard
manure in the bottom and dust the bare roots (or sprinkle the
rootball) with mycorrhizal fungi. Ideally, plant new roses towards
the end of March so the fungi can help the roots establish quickly.

MIXED PLANTINGS

Roses actually flower more abundantly when they have no competition,
but this is a luxury
ryy that is difficult to achieve in most gardens. When
growing among other plants, allow a metre diameter of clear ground
around the rose for the first three years to allow it to get well established.

FEEDING & MULCHING

Top dress with rose fertiliser at the beginning of the growing season
and again at the end of June. Well-rotted manure is the traditional
mulch but if birds scratch it onto the paths, use a 5-8cm layer of organic
compost instead. Mulching should be carried out from late winter
to early spring to conserve moisture, add nutrients and suppress
weeds – it makes a huge difference to the workload in summer.

PRUNING & DEADHEADING

At Loseley the main pruning is done in January before the other jobs
kick in, but it can be done right through to March. Secateurs are used,
but the hedge trimmer is easier and quicker for the climbers and
ramblers. Flower sprays are individually deadheaded by snapping
off the heads. When a stem is spent, it is cut down to a strong
outward-facing bud to stimulate the formation of more flowers.
Loseley Park, Guildford, Surrey (01483 304440;
loseleypark.co.uk). Gardens open from May to end of
September, Sunday-Thursday (including bank holidays).

