SECRETS
of a
GLORIOUS
GARDEN

In this series we follow the growing year in the beautiful gardens
at Loseley Park in Surrey, with plenty of practical ideas
for you to use in your own plot
words by stephanie donaldson

photographs by jason ingram

SPRING BEDDING

IT’S FULL STEAM AHEAD as head gardener Richard Burnip (Burney) and the team continue their
preparatory work to ensure the garden will be ready to welcome its first visitors at the Loseley Spring
Garden Show (17-19 April). As well as the routine and seasonal tasks that keep the garden in top condition,
they spend every spare moment pricking out the thousands of bedding seedlings they’ll be planting out
next month. There is then a short breather before the garden opens fully for the season on 1 May.
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GARDENING
PLANT OF
THE MONTH

FORGET-ME-NOT
It’s easy to dismiss this flower because it self-seeds
readily, is easy to grow and ubiquitous – but good
plants needn’t be challenging. At Loseley, where
there is the space to grow both the blue- and
white-flowered varieties (pink is also available)
in large drifts, they fill the spaces between the
emerging foliage of the herbaceous plants, such
as zingy Smyrnium perfoliatum (seen here), with
a haze of colour and provide an excellent foil
for bright tulips and wallflowers.

LOSELEY
PARK &
GARDENS
Standing in ancient
parkland close to the
North Downs, this
Surrey estate has
been home to the
More-Molyneux
family for more than
500 years. The
two-and-a-half-acre
walled garden has
undergone an
impressive
renaissance over
the past 20 years,
spearheaded by the
current owners
Michael and Sarah
More-Molyneux.
As head gardener
Richard Burnip says:
“We all have the same
gardening problems,
ours are just on
a larger scale.”

SEASONAL TASKS
AT LOSELEY
CLOCKWISE,
FROM ABOVE
Burney sorts out
trays of plants for
the sale area
The compost heap
is turned to keep it
active until spread
on borders once the
spring bedding has
been removed
Potted-on plants are
moved to coldframes
or polytunnels to
harden off prior to
planting outdoors
The pricking out
and potting on of
annual seedlings,
such as cosmos and
marigolds, continues
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January-sown sweet
peas are planted out
and more are direct
sown for continuity
Before the garden
opens for the
season, gravel
paths are hoed
to ‘fluff them up’
Herbaceous plants,
such as veronica,
are staked early
to avoid flopping
Pots are planted up
with specimens, like
this geranium, that
have overwintered
in the greenhouses
Fingers are crossed
that wisteria buds
escape frost damage
shop.countryliving.co.uk

GARDENING
TECHNIQUE OF THE MONTH

SPRING SEED SOWING

The greenhouse at Loseley contains a heated propagation bench, which allows Burney to do his main seed sowing for the Spring Show in
the quieter months of January and February. Sowings of annuals are carried out from the end of March to the end of April at two-weekly
intervals – excellent timing for the rest of us to get started. Seeds will germinate readily when you notice weeds popping up in the garden.

Use fresh seed compost that
has been stored undercover
in a frost-free place

Fill a seed tray or pot with
compost and gently tamp
down for an even surface

Gently but thoroughly water
the compost with the fine
rose of a watering can

Decant the seeds into the
palm of one hand, curling it
so they collect in the crease

Use the forefinger of the
other hand to tap the palm
so the seeds drop thinly and
evenly onto the compost

Separate any clusters of
seeds, carefully poking
them apart using a small
wooden dibber or a pencil

Cover with a layer of fine
compost equal to the height
of the seed. Label with the
date of sowing and plant name

Gently tamp the compost
down once more. Cover with
black plastic until germination
and then move into good light

BURNEY’S TIP FOR APRIL

RAISING PELARGONIUMS
Each year the garden team
cultivates thousands of
pelargoniums from cuttings
to sell at the Spring Plant
Fair. Try growing your own
cuttings, starting in plug
trays and potting on into
7cm pots in early spring.
These use less compost than
larger pots, are easier to
handle and lighter to carry.
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GARDENING

THE ENCLOSED
GARDEN

THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE
FROM TOP LEFT Yew hedges
surround the vegetable garden;
bright rhubarb chard; fragrant
apple blossom; the tranquil
white garden; tall angelica;
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striking broad-bean flowers;
Allium ‘Purple Sensation’
CENTRE AND OPPOSITE
Euphorbia, tulips and forgetme-nots create a stunning
display in the flower garden

It may not be immediately apparent when admiring Loseley’s
magnificent walled garden, but there is an aspect of its design
that it shares with many smaller spaces – the feeling of being
enclosed. A raised terrace by the moat gives lovely views of the
Surrey Hills but high walls on three sides mean that the borders
are the focal point of the garden and have to look good for the
whole season. Of course, there are enormous advantages, too:
there’s the enduring appeal of the secret garden – a hidden
place where you can escape and lose yourself among the
flowers. The beautiful time-worn walls, clothed with climbers
and trained fruit trees, provide shelter and create a microclimate that is a few degrees warmer than in the surrounding
parkland and support the greenhouses on the north side.
“However,” Burney explains, “the absence of views means that
the garden – especially the borders – has to be as interesting as
possible since there’s nothing external to divert the eye.” This
is an issue for many plots – but the devices they use at Loseley
can be adapted and used in smaller patches to great effect.
Divide the space: if you’ve ever visited a walled garden
that is just a flat, open expanse, it quickly becomes quite
shop.countryliving.co.uk

GARDENING
boring. The same is true of tinier plots where everything is
revealed at once. At Loseley, yew hedges split the area into
several sections of varyi
ying
i sizes, lead to focal points at
the end of paths and frame views through to other areas.
Plant trees and shrubs to lift the eye: a garden needs
different levels of interest – if everything is on a single plane,
it becomes monotonous, no matter how colourful. In the
flower garden at Loseley, a central mulberry has a guard of
honour of pleached crab apples – both look wonderful year
round. In a small plot, a single multi-stemmed tree, some
topiary or even a shrub will perform the same function. Also

SEE PAGE 85
FOR DETAILS
OF CL’S 30th
BIRTHDAY
PARTY AT
LOSELEY PARK
IN JUNE

bear in mind the need for continuing interest when planning
your planting, although keeping every
ryt
ything
t
looking wonderful
all of the time is an impossible dream. At Loseley they have the
space to allow the rose garden to enjoy its moment of glory in
June, after which it takes on a secondary role. On a smaller
scale, focus on planting for succession and seasonal highlights
rather than one mighty show-stopping performance.
Loseley Park, Guildford, Surrey (01483 304440;
loseleypark.co.uk). Gardens open from May to end of
September, Sunday-Thursday (including bank holidays).

